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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford on

Wednesday, 9th September 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Uruemu Adejinmi, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 



Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, 
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Paraic Brady.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No  2              -    Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the following Section of the Longford County Council Standing Orders  - 

Standing Order No. 2

Place of Meeting.

Unless the Council otherwise decides by resolution, meetings of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, 

On the proposal of Councillor Ross seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was agreed that  due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held here in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 26th June 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of July Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th July 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.
The Cathaoirleach and members complimented all who were involved with the production of the report. 
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 
10TH JUNE 2020  - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 10th June 2020, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Minutes of Governance Strategic Policy Committee Meeting – circulated.
The adopted Minutes of meeting of Governance Strategic Policy Committee held on the 
29th January 2020 were noted.
Local Property Tax Variation.
Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation to the members on the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 and replied to queries raised by the members.

John confirmed to the members that no submissions were received during the public consultation stage.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that the Local Property Tax rate remain at the same level for 2021 as 2020 in respect of relevant residential properties situated in the local authority’s administrative area. 

Meetings Dates.

Municipal District Meetings to consider draft Budgetary Plan for 2021
The following meeting dates were agreed  -

Granard MD 

– 
     27th October 2020.

Longford MD

-
     28th October 2020.

Ballymahon MD
-
     29th October 2020.
Longford County Council Finance Meeting.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that the Finance Meeting be held on the 16th November 2020 “in committee”.

Budget Meeting.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that the Longford County Council Statutory Budget meeting to consider 2021 Budget be held on the 

23rd November 2020

Disposal of Site at the IDA Business Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor John Browne, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of site at the IDA Business Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 
24th August 2020.
Membership of Audit Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that Ms. Brid Mimnagh replace Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi on Longford County Council Audit Committee. 

Notice of Motion.
Participatory Budgeting.

Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi withdrew the following Motion -
“I call on the Council to initiate a Participatory Budgeting (PB) Exercise for the people of Longford County. PB is a process in which the public can   participate directly in the allocation of local public finances wherein residents develop project proposals for their local area and vote on shortlisted proposals in order to select winning projects to be implemented in the area.

South Dublin County Council (SDCC) piloted the first ever PB process in Ireland in 2017 (branded “€300k – Have Your Say”). SDCC allocated €300,000 to the PB process and selected one of 6 local electoral areas in South Dublin County by lot in which to pilot the project. The area selected was the Lucan electoral area, which also includes Palmerston and Adamstown.”

CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
Minutes of meeting of Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee – circulated.

The adopted Minutes of meeting of Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee held on the 
27th January 2020 were noted.
Governance Strategic Policy Committee – Sectoral Representative.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that Karie Murray be appointed to the Governance Strategic Policy Committee. 

Membership of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Bartle D’Arcy,  nominee of the County Longford Tourism Committee, replace Mr. Seadna Ryan on Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Emmet Duffy, nominee of the Farming Pillar/ Irish Farmers’ Association, replace Mr. Sean Hannon on Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

Register of Electors 2021/2022.

B. Heslin stated that preparation work including as far as possible the continued population of the Register with Eircodes is ongoing.
Annual Publicity Programme undertaken to achieve the highest possible degree of accuracy and comprehensiveness in compiling the Register.

In context of COVID 19 and government and public health advice,  electors have an option to apply to Register online is now available on the Council’s website to facilitate electors. Closing date October 14th to facilitate statutory date for Register publication. 

Hard copy forms will also be accepted.  However, electors are encouraged to use the online process where possible. 

In addition, a social media advertising campaign is being undertaken to raise awareness about the Register of Electors 2021/2022 and encourage Longford persons to Register online or check their details online to increase accuracy of Register.
At the end of the advertising campaign the Report will be prepared on the number of people reached and engagements based on Social Media Insights.
Requesting Elected Members Co-operation with: 

· Encourage and highlight to citizens in their area the importance of participation in Register preparation process 

· Remind citizens to ensure submission of any RFA forms or amendments by relevant deadline, either online in context of COVID 19 or by hard copy forms which will be accepted 

· NOTE First time Disabled Postal Voters are required to complete hard copy forms 

· Ensuring that where hard copy RFA forms or Postal Voters forms are being submitted only current  forms with Eircodes included are used 

· Submission of details of their own Eircode if not already submitted 

· Review of published Draft Register to ensure accuracy and comprehensiveness 

Any person aged 18 and over and resident in the county on 1st September 2020 is eligible to be included on the Draft Register.

Statutory Deadline for receipt of Postal Voters Forms is  25th October 2020

Draft will be published on November 1st Statutory Deadline 

Public Advert on Draft Publication will be placed- Council Website, Facebook Longford Leader 

Applicants not included on Draft may apply for correction to the Draft Register during period 1st to 25th November. Such applications forms will also be available online.  Decision on such applications made by County Registrar 

Revision Court Sittings will be scheduled by the County Registrar for hearing in December to consider any applications for revisions to published Draft Register of Electors.

2021/2022 Register of Electors including any additions to Draft Register will be published on February 1st 2021 and will come into effect on 15th February 2021.
Barbara Heslin and Nora O’Farrell replied to queries raised by the members regarding the accuracy of the Register of Electors. 
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment requesting that extra resources be made available to local authorities to ensure the accuracy of the Register of Electors. 
Date for October meeting of the Council.
It was agreed that the October meeting of the Council be held on the 7th October 2020.
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.
Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.
Minutes of meeting of  Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy  Committee - circulated
The Minutes of meeting of  Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy  Committee held on the 21st January 2020 were noted.

Minutes of meeting of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee – circulated.
Minutes of meeting of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee held on the
3rd February 2020 were noted.        

Date for Committee Meeting of Longford County Council to consider Pre-Draft County Development Plan 2021 – 2027.
The following arrangements were agreed by the members. 
Briefing Session
-
17th September 2020 at 3.00 p.m. via Microsoft Teams.

Committee Meeting
-
21st September 2020 at 3.30 p.m.  – Longford Rugby Club.

Notice of Motion.
Speed Restrictions and Traffic Calming Measures.

The following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Paraic Brady was deferred to the October meeting of the Council. 
“I call on Longford County Council’s Roads Section to provide speed restrictions and traffic calming measures in all the small towns and villages in the County.”
GENERAL
Notices of Motion.
Pension Entitlement for Supervisors on Community Employment Schemes.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

“That Longford County Council calls on the Government to deliver on a 2008 Labour Court ruling to provide pension entitlement to supervisors on Community Employment schemes in the state. The Governments inaction on the 2008 decision is totally undermining the Labour Court and causing undue hardship to supervisors that made no alternative arrangements on foot of this historical Court decision.”
Councillor G. Murtagh requested that all schemes be included.

A letter will be forwarded to the Government, as requested. 

Minister for Agriculture – Councillor P. Brady.
“I call on Longford County Council to contact the Longford/Westmeath Members of the Oireachtas requesting that pressure be put on the Government to appoint a new Minister for Agriculture as soon as possible.”
It was noted that a new Minister for Agriculture was appointed by the Taoiseach.

Proceeds of Crime.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -
 “I am calling on Longford County Council and Longford Joint Policing Committee to write to the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Public Expenditure to make provisions where monies confiscated under the Proceeds of Crime legislation be redirected from central coffers to a local fund where local groups involved in addiction services, youth activities and community initiatives can avail of much needed revenue options to help them in their work to counter the negative impact of criminality on the local stage.”
It was agreed that a letter, signed by Councillor Seamus Butler, Chairperson of the Joint Policing Committee, be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Public Expenditure. 
Parental Alienation.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor S. Butler       -
“For Longford County Council to call on the Irish Government Departments of Health, Justice and Equality and Children and Youth Affairs to recognise that Parental Alienation is “Substantial and sustained dissatisfaction within a caregiver-child relationship associated with significant disturbance in functioning” as coded by the World Health Organisation in the latest International Classification of Diseases version 11 and to implement recommendation 36 of the Report of the Reform of the Family Law System October 2019.”
Letters will be forwarded to the Departments of Health, Justice and Equality and Children and Youth Affairs, as requested.

TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
Maintenance of Hedges/Shrubs/Trees etc.

Councillor G. Murtagh suggested that an advertisement be placed in the local media stating that landowners and occupiers of land along public roads should ensure that roadside hedges and trees do not present a hazard or obstruction to road users.

Just Transition.

P. Mahon stated that the first meeting of the Restructured Midlands Regional Transition Team (comprising Chief Executives and Cathaoirligh of  the relevant Local Authorities) was held on the 7th September.

Just Transition Fund Stage 1.

Paddy informed the members that Longford County Council’s application in respect of the  Lanesboro Anerobic Digestion Facility: Feasibility Study Longford, Roscommon was successful.  

However, the Council’s application for funding for a Feasibility Study for Lanesborough Ballyleague Economic & Enterprise Strategy was not successful as it was stated that the application did not meet the eligibility criteria, as work had commenced on the project.  Paddy confirmed that this decision will be appealed by Longford County Council. 
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor C. Murray proposed a vote of sympathy to the Canavan family, Creevaghbeg, Ballymahon on the death of Kevin. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

7th October 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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